
 

 

 “Boys in the Boat” - Scenes in Seattle 

 

Many guests visiting Seattle these days have read the recent best-selling book The 

Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin 

Olympics by Daniel James Brown. This fascinating non-fiction book is about the 

University of Washington crew team that overcame great odds to get to Germany 

and win the 1936 Olympic gold medal. 

Spend an afternoon exploring north Seattle and see some highlights from the 

book. Drive by historic Roosevelt High School, where team member Joe Rantz 

graduated, walk the nearby, beautiful University of Washington (UW) campus, see 

the original winning shell built by George Pocock, rent a boat at the UW 

Waterfront Activities center during the nicer weather months, and make a stop at 

a local favorite, Agua Verde, for lunch or cocktails and maybe a kayak rental. 

University of Washington, www.washington.edu 

UW is also known as U-Dub to the locals. This university enrolls 45,000 students, 

and the main entrance is located at 17th Ave. NE and NE 45th Street. Its western 

border is Lake Washington and the southern border is the Montlake Cut, which is 

the body of water connecting Lake Washington and Lake Union, and where the 

UW crew team used to row.  

UW Waterfront Activities Center, https://www.washington.edu/ima/wac/ 

This building was originally a seaplane hangar built by the Navy in WWI and 

became the Canoe House which was where the original 1936 crew team 

practiced. It is now open to the public during the nicer months of the year and is 

used as a canoe and rental facility. The Waterfront Activities Center is located 

directly behind Husky Stadium on Union Bay and the Montlake Cut.  

Conibear Shellhouse, http://www.huskycrew.com/shellhouse.htm 

The Conibear Shellhouse is located just north of Husky Stadium on Lake 

Washington and houses the current UW rowing program. Some of the artifacts 

from the book displayed there include the original winning Husky Clipper in the 

Windermere Cup Dining Hall, Joe Rantz’ and Don Hume’s letterman sweaters in 

the Windermere Cup Dining Hall, Joe Rantz’ Olympic jersey in the trophy case, 

http://www.washington.edu/
https://www.washington.edu/ima/wac/
http://www.huskycrew.com/shellhouse.htm


 

 

and Don Hume’s oar in the Captains Room. Much of this information is from 

http://www.gohuskies.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=30200&ATCLID=2098

53072 

Roosevelt High School, http://roosevelths.seattleschools.org/ 

Joe Rantz attended nearby Roosevelt High School and competed on the 

gymnastics team, where he was discovered by the UW Rowing Coach. Roosevelt  

is one of the older and more famous high schools in the city and was built in 1922, 

located at 1410 NE 66th St. in Seattle. 

Agua Verde Café and Paddle Club, http://aguaverde.com/ 

This Mexican restaurant is not part of the book, but the food is creative and good 

and it is in a great waterfront location on the Montlake Cut adjacent to the UW 

Campus. Before or after your meal, you can even rent a kayak or paddleboard on 

site and take it out on the water. 

http://www.gohuskies.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=30200&ATCLID=209853072
http://www.gohuskies.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=30200&ATCLID=209853072
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